
   Ispra, 2 April 2014 

Dear Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn and Commissioner Borg, 
 
 
I am a researcher. Most of my career experience is within the Commission’s Joint Research 
Center. I work with brilliant people who help shape Europe, making it a safer and more 
enjoyable place for its citizens. I love my job, and am proud of what I do.  
 
 
I am also a mother to three children. My eldest, who is seven years old and my only son, is dying 
of cancer. There is no cure for him, not in Europe, not anywhere in the world. The tumour 
cannot be removed because it is within his brain-stem and it cannot effectively be treated by any 
known means. Traditional chemotherapy does not work, radiotherapy can only reduce the 
tumour temporarily, and experimental drugs have failed. My son has what is called Diffuse 
Intrinsic Pontine Glioma (DIPG). Children with this disease slowly lose their capacity to walk, 
to sit and eventually to hold up their head. They start to drool and eventually become unable to 
swallow. They suffer terrible headaches and vomit several times a day. Yet throughout this slow 
and agonizing paralysis, these children are always aware. Their cognitive faculties do not fail 
because the tumour is localized in an area controlling their physical self, and not their mental 
self. This is torture. 
 
 
I am writing to you because I cannot believe we do not have a cure. It is not because we are not 
smart enough to find one, I read the profiles of the top three winners for the EU Prize for Women 
Innovators 2014! The fact is, not enough children have DIPG to raise awareness about it. True, 
we should also invest in research for the types of cancer that affect the majority of the 
population. But what if it were also true that finding the key to curing DIPG meant finding the 
cure for all cancers? What if the cure were discovered here in a European laboratory? What if it 
were found in the coming months so my son could live to celebrate his eighth birthday?  

 

We do not lack the brains or technology, we lack the political direction. For your remaining 
term, I am asking you to put paediatric brain cancer research on your agendas, with a particular 
focus on those cancers with the lowest prognosis, such as DIPG. I read that close to 80 billion 
euro have been earmarked to fund “the best ideas that Europe has to offer” for the period 2014-
2020. How much will go to paediatric brain tumour research?  
 
Sidney Farber (September 30, 1903 – March 30, 1973), regarded as the father of modern 
chemotherapy and credited for finding a successful treatment for acute lymphoblastic leukemia 
once said: “The only thing standing between science and a cure for cancer is sustained 
research, sufficient funding, and the national will to bring it about.” 

 
 
Sincerely, 
Sarah Mubareka  

 


